conarse, some racers consider driving as fast
as possible an inalienable rght. Last year,
the winner in the s.'rlnl.ﬁ.:li.ng ticket conpest
went home with seven citations.

“We run through a log of small twowns,
and [ never have been pulled over,”™ Lyons
sy, ~1 probably should have beem a few
rimes, though,”

Oiher than the decals and rear wing,
Lyons’ T-Bird lowoks stock and runs at Basch
Series speeds, clocking 173 radar-gun-veri-
ficd mph ar Michigan  International
Speedway while still equipped with o 16-
way power leather driver’s seat and air
conditioning.

*The car accelerates harder from 100 1o
130 mph than most cars do from 0 o 30
mph,” Lyons says “The faster it goes, the
faster it wants to go. Ies almost scary®

Modifying the car soom turmed it
Lyona' personal hosepower mace. Hitting
500 was oo easy, and soon 650 horsepower
was just an air intake the diameter of a sated
boa constrictor and a Ml]ﬁe:n;haup:r affer-
:vl:n:lll':r Ty

“Maybe if | get TO0 horees," he savs, “['l]
e haappy.” |

Gannonball
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Ted Lyons and other “lap dogs” race by day
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ZAP Electric Vehicles
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and drive overnight during One Lap of America

ITS THE ULTIMATE MINE-IS-BIGGER.-than-yours contest for strect-legal speed

freaks, and Ted Lyons will push his 650:horsepower Thunderbird Super Coupe harder
| than ever in an effort to win this vear's One Lap of America. Last vear he finished | 3th
i bis second n'tn!,:n‘u] tha u.lpctl.'l'nq.m] 1959 F\-::-nL ks quu.'k Eo fuoke, fimvishied abead
of most of the Diodge Vipers and Porsches.

One Lap is the sanity-tested version of the coast-to-coast Cannenball Rally, the
inspiration for the 1981 Burt Reynolds flick The Cannonbhall Bun, But instead of a cnoss-

country sprint at highly illegal speeds, today's "lap dogp.” as they're called, race against THE NEW ZAP electric LUV, or Light Utility
ehee clock at oval tracks, drag strips and road courses acress the country with brueal all- Vehicle —emission-Free and stylish in a
night drives in between. jEep-meels-Sar Work sort of way — i
Lyons, a former professional boxer and advertising display salesman from good for a reported 25 mph and 7o-plus
Jmlimnpullﬁ. r.h'ill stant the C‘ig‘[‘dﬂ'ﬁ E.CW-.mifl: celebration of speed, mlr:mli:: and lmu:r“ﬁ'r;t’:::’g‘:::;:I“:I::E:Jlr“;:m
sleep deprivation at Watkins Glen, MY, during the first week of May. The “dogs” mce his full-size pickup. Only the two-door
at eight other tracks in seven states, including Indinnapolis Raceway Park on day 4. compact, with lull climate control and all
According to the miles, high-speed driving is reserved for the tracks, while time for the features of a fossil-fuel-guzzling auto,
highway travel is built into the schedule at supposedly legal speeds. i3 svaliable now, but other veniches on the
e : : wiy Include a small van and a backhoe.
It's designed so that rmcers don't have 1o exceed speed limits, but the faster you ger These Mini-minis are buill in S4-a-galion
there, the more time you have to sleep or work on the car,” says Lyors. italy, where they're apparenily all the
Organizers alert police departments along the route that a pack of exotic and not- rage. Mo word yet on the sticker price, For
s Rotic Cars, pla.!l'-:r:d withi qum:]'lq'l decals, will be mlling thr\-:u.lu:h their bown. OF e inkos wans Eaprworki oom,
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